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OLD CUSTOMS HOUSE
Erie, Brie County, Pommgylvania

Ovner.

Unlted States of America,.
Date of Ereotion

1839,

Arabifect
¥illiam Kelly.

Bullder
Unimovwn.

Pregeont Condition
Good.

lumber of Stories:
Two, attio and basemont.

Materials of Construotion:
.- Vermont marble, stucco, brick, wood, irom, clear glass.

Dthox Existing Recordsg:
Erie County Historlea, Senford, Kelson, pates, illller, Resd,
locael newspapoers files, court housie records.

Addi tional Data-Bibliography:
History of Erie County, Pennsylvania; Chicago, Warmsr Beers
and Co, 1884.

A Twentieth Century History of Erie Cownty, Pennsylvania~Chicago~
1909+ The Lewls Publishing Coe~~John Miller, historian.

History of Erie County, Pemnsylvania, 2 Vols. Historical
Publishing Company 1985, Topeka-—Indianapolis, by J» E. Reed
{(John Elmer).

Bistory of Brie County, Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, Lippincott
Coe 1B61 by Le G« Sanford (Laura G} Published by author and
copyrighted by her in 1894,

Helson's blographical dictionary and historical refersngs vook
of BErie Gownty, Ponnsylvania, Brie, 18%6. Two~thirds of the book
by Renjamin Whitman., From the presg of Wilson, Humphryes and

Co» Fourth S%., Logansport, Indiana. _ '




Z{ A.B.o. Jufe I P&cl-53
Page &

01D CUSTONS HOUSE
415 State Strect S
Eris, Pennsylvanla

The bullding, known as the Meld" Customs House %o dlstinguish i'b
from e headquarters of the present Customs office, is located at
415 State Street. It attracts the attention of the passer~by with its
wiusual beauty sot as it is among very ususl-locking business buildings.

The building is small when compared to other nearby structures,
net over two storles in height and is reached by an imposing f£light
of fourteen marble stepse I John ¥Miller in his history says that it
is "One of the most noteworthy in the Inited States. It 19 one ¢f the
only seven exsmples in the country of pure Doric architecture." There
is & marvle terrace interposed betweon tha seventh and eighth steps which -

s8¢ to the porticos The podiment is supported by six fluted marble colunms.

”nese coluyms were brought from a quarry in Dorset, Vermont, twenty
miles east of Whitehall, Tew York and were shipped via the Champlain
gnd Hadson Canal to Albany, then on the Grie Canal to Bulffalo and from
there by steaner to Mrie some time between the yoars 18356 and 1837,
They wore dressed, boxed and mumbered al the quarry. mach colunn was
divided into eight seciious. The entire front of this bullding is of
marble, the romaiuder lg of brick covered with stucoco.

High up in the nortico in letiers four inches high ls carved,
®yilliam Xelly, Architect, 183%."

The building was originally built for banking purposes snd was
ocoupled by the Mnited States Branoh Bank of Philladelphia wntil 1840
when the parent bank failed and forced the ¢losing of the Erls Branche
This building is sald to have cost seventy thousznd dollsrs, whils the
president?s house south of 1t, and the barn located on sast Fourth
Street cost about ton theousand more.

In 1849 the Uniited States Government purchssed it from We o Curry
who had besn appointed to settle up its affeirs and the prcnerty has
remained in the hangs of L govermment aver sinces After deing = -
acguired by the government it was converted into a Qustoms House and
tne basement ussd as a bonded warshouse. In 1853 the Erie Post-0ffice -
was located in this building and remained there untll 1867 when that
institation removed %o Righth and State Streots.

Prom 1867 to 1909 this building was unoccupied, when the uraazd, kS
Army of the Hepublic was made custodian. The Iluterior was re~decorated
but no major altersiions have been made t¢ change its On Septenber
36th, 1932 the Qrand Army of the Republic gave up the place %o the
mrie County Distorical Socilety who lease it from the Unided States _
and ocoupy it at the present time. Historically it is perdaps righer: in
agscoiations than any other place in the city or surrounding ocaunty. 7
focated dlrectly in the center of the front, which faces Bhe. Weat, ’18
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OLD GUSTOMS HOUSE ' .

doorway with two double doors which sWing inward tc a high and
specious hallway or cntrznce hall. Do the rizght and left are
located two almost square rooms, and directly in thoe rear of the
hall are two more double doors leading into & very large room,
having aizik windows on either end t¢ north and sounth. Beyond

this room toward tie east are two more rooms, the cne t¢o the south
containing a stairway leading t0 the scoond floor. Between these
rooms is a double fireproof vault with interesting flre doors.

The second flocr has three rooms, and an entrance into the attic
whioh is high and quite large, the northerly portion being & single
roomes The Grecian design is carried into the interlor and manifests
itself in mouwldings, ceiling decorations, md many obher ways. From
the front south room a stalrway descends to the vaults which are

undorneath the entire building.
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